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Senate on Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Sharks’’. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘the semi-
annual monetary policy report to the 
Congress’’. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 9:45 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Reducing Healthcare Costs: Elimi-
nating excess healthcare spending and 
improving quality of value for pa-
tients.’’ 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
July 17, 2018, at 12 p.m., to conduct a 
closed hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
July 17, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
closed hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Karina Ramirez Velazquez, be granted 
privileges of the floor for the remain-
der of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
individual fellows in my office be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the 115th Congress: Casey 
Dreher, Cathleen Carlson, Nick St. 
Laurent, Gabe Kaptchuk, Shaanan 
Cohney, Roberta Kienast Daghir, and 
Derek Southern. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AMENDING TITLE XIX OF THE 
SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be discharged from 

further consideration of H.R. 6042 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6042) to amend title XIX of the 

Social Security Act to delay the reduction in 
Federal medical assistance percentage for 
Medicaid personal care services furnished 
without an electronic visit verification sys-
tem, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6042) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 
18, 2018 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Wednesday, July 18; 
further, that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed. I ask that following leader re-
marks, the Senate proceed to executive 
session and resume consideration of 
the Oldham nomination and that time 
until 2 p.m. be equally divided; that at 
2 p.m., notwithstanding rule XXII, the 
Senate vote on confirmation of the 
Oldham nomination with no inter-
vening action or debate; and that if 
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of 
our Democratic colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Vermont. 
f 

TRUMP-PUTIN SUMMIT 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, at the 
Helsinki summit yesterday, President 
Trump embarrassed our country, un-
dermined American values, and openly 
sided with Russia’s authoritarian lead-
er Vladimir Putin against the U.S. in-
telligence community’s unanimous as-
sessment that Russia interfered in our 
2016 Presidential election. JOHN 

MCCAIN is right when he says it was 
‘‘one of the most disgraceful perform-
ances by an American president in 
memory. The damage inflicted by 
President Trump’s naivete, egotism, 
false equivalence, and sympathy for 
autocrats is difficult to calculate. But 
it is clear that the summit in Helsinki 
was a tragic mistake.’’ 

That is not BERNIE SANDERS. That is 
former Republican Presidential can-
didate Senator JOHN MCCAIN of Ari-
zona. 

Today, after a strong international 
backlash, Trump, in a bizarre state-
ment, claimed he misspoke and of 
course blamed the media for reporting 
what he said. Even now he could not 
help but suggest that the electoral in-
terference ‘‘could be other people 
also,’’ not just Russia. 

Today, we face an unprecedented sit-
uation of a President who, for whatever 
reason, refuses to acknowledge an at-
tack on American democracy. Either 
he really doesn’t understand what has 
happened or he is under Russian influ-
ence because of compromising informa-
tion they may have on him or because 
he is ultimately more sympathetic to 
Russia’s authoritarian-oligarchic form 
of society than he is to American de-
mocracy. Whatever the reason, Con-
gress must act, and must act now, to 
demand that the President of the 
United States represent the interests 
of the American people and not Russia. 

Let us be clear. Russia has been med-
dling not only in U.S. elections but in 
the elections of other democracies—the 
United Kingdom, France, Germany, to 
name just a few. Russia’s goal is to ad-
vance its own interests by weakening 
the transatlantic alliance of democ-
racies that arose after World War II, 
while also inflaming internal divisions 
in each of these countries. 

We should also be clear that this in-
terference is directed from the very 
highest levels of the Russian Govern-
ment. Last week, Special Counsel Rob-
ert Mueller announced a set of indict-
ments of 12 members of Russia’s mili-
tary intelligence service, the GRU. 
There can be no doubt that given the 
nature of the Russian Government, 
Vladimir Putin was directly involved 
in this effort, but our concern is not 
only what has already happened, it is 
what could happen in the future. 

Last week, Director of National In-
telligence Dan Coats, a former Repub-
lican Senator, raised the alarm on 
growing cyber attack threats against 
the United States in a range of areas, 
including Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment agencies, the military, busi-
ness, and academia, saying the situa-
tion is at a ‘‘critical point.’’ He said: 

[Russia is the] most aggressive foreign 
actor, no question. And they continue their 
efforts to undermine our democracy. 

Coats compared the warning signs to 
those the United States faced ahead of 
the September 11th terrorist attacks. 
This is a clear and present threat to 
our democratic system and those of our 
allies. Ultimately, of course, we want a 
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